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coms and hiding in pits to

de marauding Germans and |

| wondering what was the

! difterence. Alter erdisting, '

| had to wait six months before he -2 o
was inducted. So he took the apporiunity i

take night school courses at the

local vacational school along with flying lesscns.

When the
call camne to report, he rode the Northeastern Kailroad
through a snowstorm, to arrive on time at the &% Street
Theater in Chicago.

Unfortunately, his dream to be a pilot faded, and he was
sent to Sheppard Field to study Airplane Mechanics,
where the biggest irritant was the CQ who wakered them
in the morning, "Drop your ---- and grab your socks."
When he finished AM School, he went to Tyndall Field for
. Gunnery School; where he moved up to Buck Sergeant.
To celebrate the completion of that program, and the
rank that went with it, Schaeffer drank many beers a.d
smoked a cigar. It didn't sit well. He barfed all over one
of his roommate's foot locker!

John H. McKee, radio operator; Nelson E. Brorr, lefr waist qun;
\ Walrer E. Jacob, right waist qun;
Frank N. Schaeffer, Flight engineer and Top TURRET.
\

Front Lefr 1o quln BmNAnd J. Komasinski, pilor; W Scorr Glppem,
co-pilor; Edgar W. Michaels, navigator; Charles H. Lain, bombardien.
| Standing: Stanley J. Hulewicz, Tail qunner; Frank LaFazia, ball tuoner;
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Soon attacks of pneumonia and rheumatic fever
separated Schaeffer from his buddies. When he got back
on his feet, he was assigned Engineer on Lt. B. . Komasinski's
crew. His memory of working with his new crew in Pueblo,
Colorado was harrowing, exciting and coupled with bouts
of air sickness--problems that passed when the serious
business of war came to them. When their training was
over, they set out for the trip on the Queen Elizabeth to
the Firth of Clyde in Scotland.

i o

From
Shipdham

Schaeffer

BAR P, Ole Cock, 42-110024 flew in a
from HAnRy Steele’s collecrion.

succession

of planes: Ole Cock, Bar-F, Bar-L, and
My Gal $al, each time getting back
safely, notwithstanding holes in the
planes. (My Gal Sal crashed on take-oif
several weeks later, but Schaeffer was
not on board.)

Harry Steele, criw
chief of “Ole Cock,”
42-110024

August 8, 1944 was a foggy morning, delaying take-off
on the inission to the German airdome near L'Pertne.
France. Komasinski's plane, My Peach, had a substitute
gunner, Coley Richardson, who was on his last mission.
As it turned out, it was the last for all of them.

Trouble Beginning

Until the plane reached the IP, Schaeffer remembers little
flak activity. When they reached the bomb run to the
target, the #2 engine began to speed, and he could not
bring it back to cruising speed with the synchronizing
switch. The rpms increased, and he could not slow them.

"We had a runaway propeller!!" he recalled. "She really
howlec and went to 4,500 rpm. Our co-pilot, W. Scott
Gippert operated the feathering button, and the throttle
was closed, but the propeller refused to feather.
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